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the Empire.  The new rulers set before themselves the task
of imposing upon their subjects the creed of Pope Leo.
The third act of the tragedy begins: its scene is the Council
of Chalcedon (451). The opening sessions of the Council
were directed by a civil commission of nineteen high officials.
But, despite this rigorous control, it was only with great
difficulty that the assembly was brought to accept the new
definition of the faith desired by Marcian and Pulcheria:
'We confess one Jesus, Lord, only Son, whom we acknow-
ledge in two Natures.' There were those who had sought the
golden mean by proposing the formula 'of two Natures9. It
was in vain that in later clauses of the creed emphasis was
laid upon the indivisibility of the two natures: by admitting
that they persisted without confusion after the union the
doctrine of St. Cyril was implicitly rejected. It is for this
reason that the definition of Chalcedon had on men's minds
so provocative an effect. Throughout a large part of the
East it was believed that the Government and the official
Church had gone over to Nestorianism. Few ecclesiastical
assemblies have been so hated and so anathematized by
millions of the faithful as was the Council of Chalcedon:
even to-day it is still a rock of offence. No sooner had 'the
accursed Council' finished its work than a double revolution
broke out against it—at Jerusalem and in Egypt. The
influence of the monks, drawn for the most part from Asia
Minor, and the prestige of a few great solitaries reconquered
Palestine for Chalcedonian orthodoxy, but Egypt remains
and will remain uncompromising. In the valley of the Nile
there is constituted a solid Monophysite opposition which
nothing can break, while in Syria after bloody conflicts and
many disturbances the deep-seated Monophysitism of the
masses of the people will shake the columns of 'the school of
Antioch'.
Then there begins the interminable fourth act (476-565),
the century during which the Emperors seek to disarm the
hatred of the East against Chalcedon. Prodigies of ingenuity
and of theological diplomacy were devised, but in the result
it was almost completely labour lost. The Emperor Zeno in
484, in agreement with the Patriarchs of Constantinople and
of Alexandria, published the Henotikon or Edict of Union,

